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Local Authority Archive Services

Local Authorities are required to make proper arrangements for their own records under the Local Government Act 1972 and, under the Local Government (Records) Act 1962, are able to purchase or accept deposit of records of local interest and employ appropriate staff.  Records include local businesses, landed estates, societies or places of worship and date between the 11th and 21st centuries.  Many local record offices are designated Places of Deposit under the Public Records Act 1958 to hold specified classes of Public Records.  They also usually serve as Diocesan Record Offices for the Church of England.

Many archive services also oversee the Records Management function for their authority.

Additionally, their work to support learning and community engagement contributes to local and national cultural and social outcomes.

Key statistics (from CIPFA Archive Services Statistics 2007/08 Estimates):

· 150 services (England/Wales/Scotland) 

· 946,376 visitors a year 

· 1,507,553 documents produced 

· 93,955 cubic metres of documents stored

· Total revenue expenditure £64.3m (including income £14.7m)

Access to records

If people are to make use of the records they have to know what is available.  As well as continuing efforts to create good basic descriptions of collections, there are innovative projects like Revisiting Archive Collections.  RAC is a way of engaging with new audiences who can help archivists inform descriptions and reveal the new relevance of archival collections to a wider and diverse public.

RAC can take this basic, archivally sound, description:

Carruthers Collection ADC/6

Boundary Commission Report; survey of boundary between Malawi and German East Africa / Tanganyika

Added to this technical description on a record, a person’s one recollection of the events or issues connected with the record, the description becomes more dynamic:

‘This reminds me that before colonialisation Africa was one huge country. They are using triangulation for the boundaries, but that has nothing to do with Africa.  Indeed the role of the Africans in the process does not come out well, if they are referred to at all it is just as porters – they may as well have been donkeys.

Also this reminds me of my own family’s story. My maternal grandfather migrated from what is now Northern Zambia; he was a nomad and travelled across various ‘frontiers’ including this one while hunting elephants and he came to Kilwa on the coast of Tanzania. He settled there and was converted to Islam. He then went back home and persuaded his two brothers to come back to Kilwa with him where they all settled. Those boundaries didn’t exist for them.’

Enquiry service

Local Authority Archive Services assist research whether this is for legal, medical, educational or leisure purposes.  They also respond to official bodies such as Courts, Rights of Way units, Planning departments and the police.

A selection of enquiries dealt with by one service in 2007-8: 

· Local police requested plans of a house where a suspect detained under the Terrorism Act had lived.

· City Council engineers department checking quarries used to match stone for bridge repairs

· Magistrates Court records used to find evidence of previous convictions, often for visa applications, and also for custody cases/adoptions

· Researchers using hospital records to trace parents and also the history of their family’s health

Outreach

North Yorkshire County Council Record Office is leading a new project to work with young people between 18 and 20 in custody at Northallerton Young Offender Institution (YOI). The Green Howards Regimental Museum, will provide additional archive resources and support. 

The project will help young offenders to develop skills in creativity and communication. They will work with archive sources to explore their situation, comparing and contrasting their experiences with those of young people in the past. Resources will be created for use with the YOI which look at the stories of those convicted of crime and on military service in the 19th century. This work will be based on source materials such as a nineteenth century police charge book, containing ‘mug shots’ of young people. 

Conservation/preservation

The paper and parchment documents in the care of a local authority require specialist repair and preservation.  The training route in archives conservation has varied over the last thirty years; from apprenticeship-style learning, through to today’s Professional Accreditation for Conservator-Restorers.

The need to increase the UK’s conservation skills and broaden access to the profession prompted the Institute of Conservation in 2006 to set up HLF-funded training internships.   All graduates so far have found further training or employment in the field. 

Entry-level jobs in conservation attract stiff competition, however it is hard to recruit at senior level. There is a need to produce conservators to take on high level responsibility.

One Conservation Unit illustrates this history and diversity, having between them: a bookbinding apprenticeship with 40 years experience; an MA in conservation; PACR; a Diploma in Fine Binding and Conservation; two Society of Archivists’ Conservation Certificates (and a trainee on the course); and in-house technician training.

Further information

Self Assessment results for Local Authority Archive Services:  http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives/self-assessment.htm
Usage and administrative statistics: Cipfa 2006-7 http://www.cipfastats.net/leisure/
Revisiting Archive Collections  http://www.mlalondon.org.uk/uploads/documents/toolkit_FINAL_1ST_DRAFT_FOR_DISSEMINATION.doc
Contacts

Directory of Archive Services:  http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archon/
Association of Chief Archivists in Local Government:  Chairman, Bruce Jackson, Lancashire County Council.  bruce.jackson@ed.lancscc.gov.uk

Institute of Conservation  http://www.icon.org.uk/
