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Patron: Professor Lisa Jardine CBE                                        All-Party Parliamentary

    Group on Archives
Parliamentary Briefing Notes

Dear Parliamentarian

This collection of Parliamentary Briefing Notes is intended to give you a flavour of the diversity of the archive sector.

The work of the archive community stretches across the public, private and community sectors. The archive profession faces the challenges of both protecting and housing the historic record of our nation and ensuring that it is made appropriately accessible to researchers and the general public.

The challenges of the 21st Century are fast becoming as important as the care and preservation of medieval documents. There is a huge challenge in ensuring that the born digital records of today are preserved and useable as archives for tomorrow.

Funding for public sector archives, the constant need to be vigilant of threats to local authority services and the need to ensure that the archive sector is engaging with government agendas in the community and cultural fields are some of the big issues facing the National Council on Archives in our mission to represent the sector to decision-makers and opinion-formers. 

The future for the archive community should be bright. There is huge public interest in the work of archives, especially with the growth in demand for local and family history resources and the NCA is already doing much to engage with local government in order to capitalise on this interest locally. 

The formation of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Archives is therefore a welcome step in helping the NCA to develop closer and firmer links between Parliamentarians and the archive sector. 

We hope that you find these briefing notes useful and if you have any questions or want further information, please contact the NCA’s Head of Public Affairs, René Kinzett, on 020 8392 5376 or by email: rene@nca.org.uk. 
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