All Party Parliamentary Group on Archives is one year old
Happy Birthday

On Monday 11 May the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APG) on Archives marked its first birthday and AGM in the House of Commons.  The Parliamentarians celebrated a productive first year, which included several successful events, among them a panel discussion on the future of archives, with Chief Executive of The National Archives, Natalie Ceeney and a debate on the role of archives in developing policies for future pension provision, chaired by former Minister for Welfare Reform, the Rt Hon Frank Field MP. The APG had also engaged with communicating with the current Government on issues of concern to the archive sector, including Parliamentary Questions on the Government’s Knowledge and Information Management policy, the future of the Minton Archive and correspondence with Ministers on the dropped Heritage Protection and Cultural Property (Armed Conflict) Bills. 
The National Council on Archives is extremely grateful for the enthusiastic way in which the APG’s Officers have propelled the work of the Group over its first year and it is a credit to their hard work that the Chairman, Tim Boswell MP, Secretary, Professor the Lord Bew and Vice-Chairmen, Rt Hon Lord Howarth of Newport, Lord Redesdale and Dr Hywel Francis MP, were all re-elected at the meeting.
Politicians welcome the Sector Review

The APG agreed that the Memorandum of Understanding between the Society of Archivists, the National Council on Archives and the Associate of Chief Archivists in Local Government was very welcome and would give the sector a stronger voice. 
High profile launch for the Business Archives Strategy

The Group warmly welcomed the news that both Professor Mervyn King, Governor of the Bank of England, and Sir Stuart Rose, Executive Chairman of Marks & Spencer plc, will be guest speakers at the July launch of the Guide to Business Archives, which supports the Business Archives Strategy. It was agreed that it was important to promote the value of records and archives to commercial organisations and the upcoming anniversaries of J Sainsbury’s (140 years), Marks & Spencer (150 years) and Guinness (250 years), as well as the move by many companies to use their archives in advertising campaigns show that there is already a great deal of interest in this area. It will be the task of the Business Archives Strategy to get more commercial enterprises to develop effective ways to develop, protect and promote their archives and to improve their record keeping procedures.
Support and promotion for the National Strategy on Archives

The APG members felt that the Strategy was really important in giving the sector a strategic focus.  This was supported by Fiona Talbot from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).  Fiona considered that Strategy put the sector in a strategic framework and give it a clear profile for the HLF when it was assessing archive bids, much as Renaissance has done for the museums sector. The APG will respond to the Strategy and place an article in ‘The House’, the official magazine of Parliament.  The Group will also engage with the political parties in the run up to the next General Election and as they begin to develop their manifesto commitments.

APG to write to Minister over shortfall in funding for The Keep
Wendy Walker from East Sussex Record Office (ESRO) gave a presentation on The Keep, a £23million capital project between ESRO, the University of Sussex, East Sussex County Council and Brighton & Hove City Council.  She explained its dual role of upgrading accommodation and transforming valuable outreach work.  However, the project had failed to gain funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).  Consequently, it could not proceed in its original form and would have to be substantially revised.  

The APG was fascinated to hear about The Keep’s potential.  The Group decided to write to Andy Burnham, Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, in support of the project and as a follow-up to the letter from The Keep project board.  
There was a debate about where major archive projects can go for funding given that the HLF has significantly fewer funds for capital investment.  It was agreed that evidence of the impact of such investment was an important component in making the case for investing in archives.
Concern grows for Minton and Woolworth Archives
At the last APG meeting members had expressed their concern about the future of the Minton Archive, one of the finest business archives in the UK.  Waterford-Wedgewood, owners of the Minton collection, had been sold to an American private equity firm, KPS, and the fear was that the Archive would be auctioned off by the new owners. The Group heard that Barbara Follett, Minister for Culture, Creative Industries and Tourism had called and emailed KPS to explain concerns over the Archive’s future as well as meeting with other interested parties.  Despite the Minister’s intervention KPS have not yet commented on the Archive’s future.  The APG will continue to monitor the situation and highlight the issues with key people.
The Woolworth Archive continues to be of concern.  Hopes that the collection would go to Westminster City Archives were not realized as the new owners recognise that the archive is an asset.  No decision on its future has yet been taken.
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